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Literacy training and basic education
Literacy training refers to the promotion and acquisition of reading and writing skills (literacy) in the respective local language. For people whose primary language is German, literacy training, for example, usually means the improvement of German reading and writing skills that exist in varying degrees.
Basic education encompasses more than the promotion of reading and writing skills in the primary language or literacy training in the second language. Basic education refers to compensatory education, i.e. education that is caught up on or is supplementary for people who are considered educationally disadvantaged. Hence for people who have a certain need for basic education for various reasons and sense an individual desire for more, for an education ‘plus’. In this context, special importance is of course given to reading and writing skills, because whoever can only read and write poorly is disadvantaged in acquiring mathematical skills and using IT and communication technologies. 
CC BY Kastner, Monika (2015): Literacy and basic education for adults. In: http://erwachsenenbildung.or.at/images/themen/dossier/ebooks/dossier-basisbildung.pdf, bridged and edited
 
PIAAC as an aid to assess the basic education need
The results from PIAAC, the Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies of the OECD, are often consulted to estimate the basic education needs of a country. PIAAC examines the basic skills of adults aged 16 to 65 years in a total of 24 OECD countries. 
The respective country reports are available at http://www.oecd.org/skills/piaac/newcountryspecificmaterial.htm. 
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