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Curriculum – Document 3: Interview
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Information for the interviewed person – arguments in favour of ‘fighting for basic skills’  
Basic skills in the EU  
‘One in five European adults has only basic skills in literacy, one in four for numeracy. Recent graduates (younger population) show significantly higher proficiency than the overall workforce, but with worrying exceptions in some countries. Young men do not show a skills disadvantage in literacy compared to young women as this is the case for the school age population.’ 
‘Only half of EU adults with literacy skills at level 1 or below are employed (55%). 9% are unemployed, 36% are inactive. Prevalence of low skills among unemployed: around one in four unemployed adults has low skills (vs. one in five for the whole population).’
‘An individual with high skills is, on average, five times more likely to attend adult learning activities than someone with skills at the lowest level.’ 
‘The outcomes of education and skills are significantly related to wages of individuals. Skills have a significant effect on trust, social participation, political efficacy and health.’ 
‘Solid education and relevant skills are the best conditions for finding a good job. And there are related, wider benefits: good education is also correlated with better health, a longer life expectancy and active participation in societal life.’ 
‘Adults with high levels of skills are twice as likely to participate in volunteering activities and show a higher level of political efficacy (sense of influence on the political process) as low-skilled people. Finally, the results of the Survey show that low skills have a clear impact on health perception. On average, low-skilled adults are twice as likely to report fair or poor health as high-skilled individuals.’  
Abstracts from European Commission (2013): The Survey of Adult Skills (PIAAC): Implications for Education and Training Policies in Europe. In:
 http://www.oecd.org/skills/piaac/PIAAC%20EU%20Analysis%2008%2010%202013%20-%20WEB%20version.pdf  [17.05.2017]  
* For further information, take a look at http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/fs38-50th-anniversary-of-international-literacy-day-literacy-rates-are-on-the-rise-but-millions-remain-illiterate-2016-en.pdf 
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