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What works? Conditions for the success of basic education
07.10.2015, Birgit Aschemann 

A recent OECD study reveals what is effective in good basic education offers. An overview.
When are basic education offers successful?
The demand for basic education has been a focus of adult education throughout Europe at the latest since the publication of the PIAAC results 2013. The EU states continuously produce or change their respective offers. In order to effectively apply public resources, policy-makers have been asking: What works well in basic education? How do basic education offers or programmes need to be designed in order to be successful? Answers can be found in several new policy papers.

New OECD study reveals what works

An OECD working paper from July 2015, written by Hendrickje Catriona Windisch, offers an overview of what works in good basic education offers. Here is an overview of the most important points:

... motivate and invite
The motivation and initiative to visit the course are the first, and perhaps the biggest hurdles. It is true that there are many external reasons to learn - such as migration or unemployment, for example - as well as the personal desire to learn. However, people with low literacy and numeracy skills often overestimate their abilities or allow feelings of shame to keep them from attending classes. Thus, active awareness-raising and campaigns are needed as well as information and guidance to pave the way for learning. 

... doing justice to differences
Low-skilled adults come from different starting points and are heterogeneous as a group. There is no common solution for all. Young early-school-dropouts or migrants, long-term unemployed or work returners benefit from specific offers.

... remove obstacles
Children need care; Class locations must be easily reachable and visiting a course may not cause any financial burdens. All types of support regarding this facilitate the participation and increase the success of the programme. Consultation and advice at the beginning and during the courses are especially important for this.

... drop out - drop in
Basic skills are not only learned in class but are also continuously practiced informally. Basic education is a long-term project and from the perspective of the learner, interruptions often make sense. ‘Dropouts’ should thus be given the possibility to ‘drop in’ - i.e. re-entry. In order to support the self-learning phases, the author also recommends learning guidance and blended learning. 

... learning in the broader context
The best way to learn is in the middle of everyday life - in the family, at the workplace or in a regional community. ‘Embedded learning', i.e. embedding of basic education within other education programmes, is also performed successfully. They all have in common that they speak to learners who are not familiar with the course and that they offer content that is suitable for everyday use.

Aschemann, Birgit (2015): What works? Success conditions for basic education. Published on http://erwachsenenbildung.at/aktuell/nachrichten_details.php?nid=8214.



Register now for the conference on basic education and the public
10.10.2016, Doris Wyskitensky, BMB
‘Basisbildung(s)bedarf der Öffentlichkeit’ (Basic education requirements of the public) is the title of the Conference of the Federal Ministry of Education taking place in Vienna on November 14 & 16, 2016.
The specialist conference offers an exciting cross-section of current scientific research, practical workshops and artists’ discourse in the area of tension of basic education needs and the general public.
Both practitioners as well as scientists and artists jointly concentrate on the question of how basic education requirements affect society and the (affected) individuals, how stereotypes are reproduced and what power relations are behind these.
As a small preview of what to expect during the conference, here is the programme. 
 
Participation is free and you can register here until 7 November 2016. 
 
We look forward to an exciting conference!
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Adult education centres: Deeply affected by the passing of Barbara Prammer
05.08.2014, Press release (editor: Bianca Faustino, online editor)
As president of the Association of Austrian Adult Education Centres, Barbara Prammer supported their work extensively.
There is great consternation at the adult education centres (Volkshochschulen) about the passing of Barbara Prammer. Since March 2017, she had been the president of the Association of Austrian Adult Education Centres. She was deeply convinced of the significance of adult education as a whole and adult education centres as well as how important both are for individuals and society. She was always fully committed and was still very dedicated to her tasks until a few days before her death. Most recently, Prammer especially worked on ensuring that adult education would not suffer any budgetary cuts.

Sufficient basic education as a special concern
To Barbara Prammer, education was tantamount to seizing opportunities and participating in social life. Thus, a wide range of basic education and second-chance education paths were a particular concern of the VHS-president, because without an adequate basic education, people cannot understand what is happening in today's society and why what developments are taking place. Basic education, according to Prammer at the last annual meeting of the association in March 2013, is an ‘important pillar for social participation and thus is also essential for the functioning of democracy.’ Barbara Prammer saw the task of adult education centres in offering people guidance and supporting them through a variety of activities to tread through life self-confidently, self-determinedly and solidarily.
 
Political education for independent and critical citizens
Prammer lobbied for an open form of civic and political education which should never be preachy, but rather sees people as active and critical citizens. In this vein, Barbara Prammer writes in her 2013 book ‘We are Democracy’, that democracy requires ‘critical, active citizens’ who are prepared ‘to get involved and participate’. Her idea of man ‘sees the independently operating and responsible adult at centre-stage. Such a view of man is constitutive, especially for the adult education centres’, observes Secretary-General, Dr Gerhard Bisovsky.
 
Greatly supported and valued the work of the adult education centres
In addition, internationally-minded President Prammer supported the international work of the Association of Austrian Adult Education Centres. It significantly contributed to us being able to improve our education and present our progress in adult education to other countries as examples of good practice.
 
Barbara Prammer repeatedly stressed that there is still a lot to be done wherever equality and justice are concerned and that the ideals and objectives of the adult education centres are more topical there than ever before. Barbara Prammer’s contribution to the improvement of social equality also applies to adult education, which she always supported with all her strength.
 
City Council Dr Michael Ludwig, Chairman of the Association of Austrian Adult Education Centres: ‘With Barbara Prammer, we're losing a great person. Her energy, openness and tolerance will continue to guide us in the work of the adult education centres’.

Source: Press release of the Verband Österreichischer Volkshochschulen, 4 August 2014
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